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Craig Gundersen is an Associate Professor in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics at
the University of Illinois. He is also a Research Affiliate at the National Poverty Center at the University of
Michigan. Before coming to the University of Illinois, Gundersen worked at the Economic Research
Service (ERS) of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and at lowa State University. Gundersen
received his PhD in Economics from the University of California, Riverside in 1996.

Gundersen’s research expertise spans several areas related to food insecurity and food assistance
program participation, including program evaluation, determinants of poverty, measurement of food
assistance participation and food insecurity, and, most recently, the relationship among stress, food
insecurity, and childhood obesity. His work has been published in highly ranked peer-reviewed journals
including, but not limited to: the Am J Agricultural Economics, J Nutrition, Am J Public Health, J Human
Resources, Demography, and Southern Economic Journal. He has also published multiple government
Extension reports. His research has been primarily funded by the USDA, the Meals on Wheels Association
of America Foundation, Inc., and the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).




